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Identity Theft FAQS – Frequently Asked Questions (incomplete)
What is Identity Theft?

A perpetrator gets your social security number, credit card numbers, checking account info, etc, 

and uses it for his own financial gain. This can be an organized group exploiting victims for their 

group's own personal financial gain.

What is Malicious Identity Theft?

A perpetrator gets the same info about the victim, but uses it directly against victim to mutilate his 

good name and financial well-being. The victim usually knows this perpetrator. The intent is usually 

based on motives of retaliation, a vendetta, or getting rid of a competitor. In Malicious identity theft businesses have been known to go under due to the problem. Malicious cases are much more 

complicated and usually require investigators to get down to the bottom of who the perpetrator 

actually is.
What, if you could only give me one piece of advice, would you think is the most 

important thing to do to avoid being a victim of identity theft?
1, I would never tell you identity theft is that easy.
2, I would urge you to connect to the government site through our “identity theft links” button and 

see the whole list of recommendations.
3, Personally, if I could only do one thing, that would be urge everyone out there to (again from our “identity theft links” button) click on all three of the credit reporting agencies and request that all three 

of them put a “fraud alert” on your credit report that is on file with them. This may make it a little more inconvenient for you. anytime you want “Quick Credit”. Understand, by doing this; no one will give credit 

to you without taking the time to contact you first. But, at the same time; no one will give credit to 

anyone else (In Your Name!) without the company contacting you first. If everyone would do this a lot 

of identity theft would get nipped in the bud!

I’m an elderly retired man, 89, and living by myself. What do you recommend that 

I do to avoid this problem?
The elderly are particularly susceptible to an identity theft problem. Do Not under any circumstances 

give out any personal information to someone you do not know. Keep you personal information in a 

safe place. Do not give information such as your social security number or credit card numbers to 

anyone calling on the phone, unless you have called them and know them to be a reputable company. 

And then, be very protective of who you give that information to. Call the Better Business Bureau if 

you have any doubt. Do not use a company that you know of no one else who has used them. (Ask a 

few neighbors for referrals) And then, be very protective still of who you give your personal information 

to. These people try to act like your friend. No One wears the black hat and black suit anymore, they 

look just like everyone else. It’s alright to be a little untrusting in today’s society. It’s not like it was 

when you were a boy. No one expects you to trust them. Trust is something in today’s society that you earn by proving you are worthy of it. Don’t just give it away!

If someone pressures you or makes you feel uncomfortable when you ask questions, there could be a reason. Identity theft is the number one crime in the US and everyone needs to try to help put a stop 

to it. Don’t let what I say “scare” you. Make what I say “enlighten” you! You might come up with a pat answer for anyone who asks. “Oh! My attorney has all of that info and takes care of it for me.” Or, something like that. Tell them to”Mail a request to him and he will decide if it’s going to be given out”. Blame the fact that you are not giving the info to them on someone else (like your attorney). Then you won’t mind being that way. Practice on a family member or neighbor so you feel comfortable with it. 

It’s not a lie, it’s a protection of yourself against crime. Don’t let what I say “scare” you. Make what I 

say “enlighten” you! 
                                              (continued)

Identity Theft FAQS – Frequently Asked Questions (incomplete) 

I work at a bank and have seen several identity theft victims. When can we 

start referring them to you?
You can start referring them to our website now. Hopefully as we get it completed, it will include 

lots of helpful links to other agencies that address identity theft issues. If it is a regular identity 

theft problem, tell them to definitely contact the Secret Service link from our website. Have them 

check out the other identity theft links listed at our web-site also. Unfortuantely most of those only 

put up a resource screen with a list of things to do. At least have them do that! Have them register 

with the government site (listed at our website) so that it is known that they are having a problem. 

If you know it to be more than a “usual” case, we can not help personally until we get start-up 

funding, hire core personnel, train our advocates in identity theft issues, and get our national hotline 

in place. 

I’m sorry that we are just not up and running yet. At least you know that as we do start rendering 

our services it will fill in a large gap that’s out there right now. Lots of people have been telling us 

how thankful they are that this agency will be out there to refer people to.Thank’s for checking with 

us! Please spread the word for others to check out our web-site, check out our mission, and help if 

they can! E-mail us from the site with any suggestions you may have when you see it.One thing that 

we can do, if you would like for our President to come out and give a talk or seminar on identity theft issues for a group in your area, let us know. We have put that in place because it brings in funding for 

our organization. It is very beneficial for college students who are new at living on their own and for 

the elderly who are prime targets and need to know what to do to avoid a problem. Actually, it would 

be a great service that employers could provide for their employees. 1 in 5 in the US has had an 

identity theft problem of some nature. The more people made aware of this problem the more likely 

we are together to squash it!
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